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        Did you know that even though Coalhurst has no  
      physical library, you can still access library services through  
     the Chinook Arch Regional Library System? As a board member of 
the Chinook Arch Regional Library System, I am happy to share information about the            
resources available to residents of Coalhurst.  Here are some of my favourite resources:  

 

Digital Resources – Chinook Arch has subscriptions to many digital resources, such as Libby, 
which provides audio and e-books. Since the pandemic began, I have gotten into audiobooks 
and use Libby almost daily. I enjoy being able to access the newest books using this app.  

Chinook Arch also has online subscriptions that include content such as movies, tv shows, 
magazines, newspaper archives, and online learning platforms.  

 

Bookmobile - The Lethbridge Public Library parks the Bookmobile, a mobile library branch, 
outside the elementary school every second Friday from 12:00 – 5:00 PM. In my visits to the 
Bookmobile, I've learned a few secrets:    

 1.   They always have some of the newest items in stock. Often, these items are difficult to get 
at a physical library without lengthy waits after you put the item on hold.   

 2.   You can place holds on items that can be picked up from the Bookmobile. This means you 
can access any item you want within the Chinook Arch system without leaving Coalhurst.  

  

Book Club Kits – Chinook Arch offers members a wide variety of book club kits. Each kit      
contains 12 copies of the book, reading guides with author information, discussion questions, 
and read-alike suggestions. They also include some tips on starting and running a successful 
book club. I've used these kits in the past, and they're excellent!  

  

Digital Literacy Skills Program - Chinook Arch Regional Library System created the                
Fundamentals of Digital Literacy Skills program with funding from the Government of Canada. 
This program seeks to give viewers a foundation in understanding computers, mobile devices 
and the internet. Some topics include online privacy, digital resources and mobile devices.  
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 Library to You - Library to You (L2U) is a free service for people with mobility or access      
barriers to visiting a public library. Members can sign up for L2U with their Chinook Arch 
member library card, and receive up to six books at a time, delivered to their home in a     
postage-paid mailbag. When done reading, the books simply need to be mailed back in the 
bag.  

   

Chinook Arch is constantly adding new resources and items to the system, so check out what 
they offer. If you don't have a library card, you can easily access one online by visiting          
chinookarch.ca.  

  

 I'll see you at the Bookmobile!  

  

 Until next month,  

  

   Mayor Lyndsay Montina  
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CAO Report: April 2023  

Happy April!  

 

The snow on April 2nd – a day late and too upsetting to be an April Fool’s joke – is great   

moisture for farmers, but it does keep our Public Works crew from getting into the Spring  

preparations and routine. We need a nice string of sunshine, positive (daytime and nighttime) 

temperatures, and no snow to thaw the ground, which we need to prepare all our park        

facilities and infrastructure. As of this writing, we are hoping to be on the fields and in the 

parks the week of April 11
th
. Fingers and toes crossed, everyone!  

 

New CAO Shawn Patience 

While the role of an Interim CAO is to provide stability, the underlying uncertainty of “who will 

be the new CAO” has lingered through this transition, so the announcement of Shawn         

Patience as our new CAO has been welcome news to staff. They have been incredibly patient 

through the hiring process waiting for this news and they are excited to move into the next 

chapter. 

Shawn was in the office on March 24
th
 to meet (most of) the office staff. He hopes to be in 

once or twice this month before his official start date, in May.  

 

Community Safety Meeting 

Thank you to the Member of the Coaldale RCMP Detachment for taking the time to prepare 

and present to our community. We had a good turnout with great questions following the 

presentation. The main takeaways of the evening were that Coalhurst is a safe community and 

that we all play a role in ensuring that crime – mainly theft and drugs - doesn’t take root in our 

community. 

During the Q&A, one comment resonated with me: “When people experience crime, they go 

onto Facebook and complain about it.” That’s understandable: Facebook is a great place to 

vent! However, the RCMP respond to communities based on statistics and if you don’t report a 

crime – no matter how insignificant it may seem to you – officers can’t track trends, follow 

criminal activity, or pursue the criminals with known behaviours and patterns of operating. 

If you have experienced crime, call the RCMP information line (403-345-5000) to report it first, 

before you go onto Facebook. Let’s give the police the information they need to solve crimes 

and prevent further criminal activity in Coalhurst! 

 

Of course, if you see a crime in progress, call 911. 

 

Public Open House – The Wetlands 

We had a good turnout for Council's Public Open House around The Wetlands. Those who 

stopped in provided great information and feedback. Additionally, we have had a great        

response to the online survey, again with excellent and valuable feedback. The online survey 

closed on April 1
st
 and Council will receive the survey results at the April 18

th
 Regular Meeting. 
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Hiring 
Advertising for the positions of Coordinator of Community Development and Development  

Officer respectively, was extended so that the new CAO can review the applications and     

participate in the interview process. The coordinator posting closed on March 31
st
 while the 

Development Officer posting will close on April 14
th
. 

 
Community Peace Officer 
During the month of April, we will focus on speed enforcement (as per the Alberta            

transportation enforcement calendar) and target poor parking behaviours. Please be mindful 

of speed throughout town and – especially - playground zones. As a reminder, our playground 

zones start at 7am and end at 9pm.  

May 1st to September 1st, camping trailers and RVs will be allowed to be parked in front of 

your home for 72hrs. Please be mindful that your trailer, or RV is not a line-of-sight hazard, 

and that slide-out features on trailers are not out over the roadway or sidewalk. All other    

trailers must be attached to the vehicle towing it.  

As the whether gets nicer, we become more active outside. Please ensure that you leash your 

dog(s) while out walking and remember that dogs are not permitted on school grounds. 

 

2022/23 Fire Services Training Program Grant 
March was a good month for grant notices! On top of the previously announced ACP grants, 

the Town has been approved for a Fire Services Training Grant. This grant will offset         

firefighter costs associated with NFPA 1001 Level 1, NFPA 1031 Fire Inspector Levels 1 & 2, 

and NFPA 1072 Hazmat training sessions. This will support our Fire Department with          

increased knowledge and practical applications that will service Coalhurst (and area)         

residents and businesses. 

As always, thank you to the women and men who commit their time and energy to our      

community by serving on the Coalhurst Fire Department! 

 
One last bit of information before I sign off, due to the extreme freeze – thaw cycles we       

experienced this past winter, there are an above average amount of potholes. We will be out 

filling these annoyances as soon as possible once asphalt becomes available and we have 

the plow and sander converted to carry the asphalt. 
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NOMINATOR INFORMATION: 
First & Last Name: _________________________________ 
Phone Number: ___________________________________ 
Email Address: ____________________________________ 
 
INFORMATION: 

•  Nominees must consent to being nominated (if under 18 years, parent/guardian must consent) and being contacted by 
event staff for further information.  

• Information collected on this form will be used on promotional/event materials to highlight the nominee before during/
after the event.   

 
NOMINEE INFORMATION: 

First & Last Name: _________________________________ 
 Phone Number: ____________________________________ 
Email Address: __________________________________ 

Volunteers weave our communities together every day. From random acts of kindness to formal volunteer roles,  

volunteers transform our communities for the better and we want to celebrate and recognize all of these             

individuals. Please provide a detailed description on how the nominee demonstrated leadership, inspiration, im-

pact, and/or  engagement in the Coalhurst community.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________            

 
PRESENTS 

2023 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION  
NOMINATION FORM 

#NVW2023 
#WeavingUsTogether 
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The Month of APRIL 

Did you know: 

 The month of April gets its name from the Latin word aperio, meaning “to open (bud)”,    

because plants really begin to grow now. 

 April was the second month in early Roman calendar, but became the fourth when the an-

cient Romans started using January as the first month.  

 April’s birthstone is the Diamond. The stone symbolizes power, extreme beauty, and purity.  

What’s happening in April? 

• April 2 is Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter and the last Sunday of Lent.  

• April 5 is the start of Passover, which begins at sundown on this day.  

• April 7 is Good Friday, a major Christian observance that commemorates the           
crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ.  

• April 9 is Easter Sunday, it marks the Resurrection of Jesus Christ three days after his 
death. 

• April 22 is Earth Day, an annual celebration that honors the achievements of the envi-
ronmental movement and raises awareness of the need to protect Earths natural      
resources for future generations.  

https://www.almanac.com/content/when-daylight-saving-time


15 

 



16 

 

Colour Me 

Volunteer Week  


