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Unpaid Taxes Owed From Oil 
and Gas Companies to Rural 
Municipalities Continue to 
Increase 
   

By Brandon Low | Manager of Marketing & Communications RMA | Jan, 20 2020 

 

 

The Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) has conducted a member survey that identifies that 

approximately $173 million in property taxes are currently owed to rural municipalities from oil and gas 

companies have gone unpaid. This is a 114% increase from the $81 million that was identified through a 
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similar survey in March 2019. The current survey was completed by a significant number of RMA’s 69 

member municipalities. The $173 million estimate above was determined by extrapolating the survey 

results to apply to all RMA members using equalized assessment. 

 

Non-payment of taxes by oil and gas companies on property that they own and operate has been an 

ongoing issue for rural municipalities. The massive increase in unpaid taxes since the last survey less 

than a year ago indicates that the problem is worsening. Many oil and gas companies are unable or 

unwilling to pay municipal property taxes due to the ongoing downturn in the price of oil and Alberta’s 

challenges in market access and receiving a fair price for its resources. Additionally, rural municipalities 

also have little recourse to recover unpaid taxes from companies that have declared bankruptcy, as 

municipalities rank below the Alberta Energy Regulator in priority for seizing the assets of a bankrupt 

company. 

 

While rural municipalities have a long history of collaborating with the oil and gas industry and sharing in 

its successes and struggles, RMA is deeply concerned that flaws in Alberta’s tax collection regime are 

allowing oil and gas companies to transfer their struggles to municipalities in the form of unpaid taxes, and 

municipalities have no ability to take action to recover owed taxes on this type of infrastructure. 

 

“Rural municipalities are proud of their role as partners and supporters of Alberta’s oil and gas industry. 

However, municipalities require property taxes to provide the infrastructure and services that industry 

relies on to access natural resources. If Alberta’s property tax system is not amended to prevent oil and 

gas companies from refusing to pay property taxes, many rural municipalities will struggle to remain 

viable.” – Al Kemmere, RMA President 

 

The survey results show that the issue of unpaid taxes on oil and gas properties is worsening at an 

alarming pace. Strengthening municipal tax recovery powers would help address the issue, but broader 

action to address the industry’s struggles is needed, as the viability of both industry and rural 

municipalities is at risk. 

 

Full Article 

 

Alberta's looming multibillion-
dollar orphan wells problem 
prompts auditor general probe 
   

By Inayat Singh | CBC News | Jan, 23 2020 
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There are 3,406 deserted oil and gas wells in the province, with growing concern about more joining the 

list. Alberta's energy minister is faulting the previous government for allowing the number of oil and gas 

wells left behind by bankrupt companies — known as orphan wells — to grow to the point where the 

province's auditor general is now examining how the problem got so big. 

"Considering the previous NDP government took no action on the issue, it is unfortunate that the auditor 

general now has to intervene," Sonya Savage said in an email Thursday.  

The comments from the United Conservative Party minister came after CBC News reported on the audit 

earlier on Thursday. There are currently 3,406 orphan wells scattered around the province, usually on the 

properties of rural landowners, where they lie untended.    

Full Article 

 

China Brief | Edition 036 
 

By Sarah Pittman | Policy Analyst | Jan 27, 2020 
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US-China sign a ‘phase one’ trade deal 
• The Deal: The United States and China have signed a “phase one” trade agreement, relieving some of 

the trade tensions between the two giants that have impacted global trade for nearly two years. China will 

make purchases of $200 billion worth of American goods over two years, including $40 billion in 

agricultural goods, and made other concessions in intellectual property and other areas. The United 

States will call off or roll back some (but not all) tariffs imposed during the trade war. 

• The United States also got the removal of a number of non-tariff barriers (things that restrict trade that are 

not tariffs), including beef, poultry, pet food, and a number of agricultural products. 

• What does this mean for Canada? 

• Overall, this is expected to give brief respite from some uncertainty the global economy has faced, but 

analysts say that’s unlikely to last. 

• Impacts for Canadian agriculture: This could have a negative impact for Canada’s agriculture sector, 

because China committed to buying $40 billion of agriculture products from the US – some of this could 

be at the expense of Canadian agriculture products. 

• The trade deal has a list of U.S. products that will benefit from China’s purchase commitments – this 

includes soybeans, pork, beef, wheat and barley. Canada typically sells significant quantities of all of 

these products to China. 

• There is optimism in the beef industry that Canadian beef could benefit from the phase one deal. The 

deal does away with some Chinese restrictions on beef that are different from international standards that 

make selling beef in China more difficult. There is hope that these changes will be extended to Canada 

because of the tightly integrated US-Canadian beef supply chain. 

• Additionally, some are worried that this will damage any influence we have with China – if China buys 

more agriculture products from the US and less from Canada, this will mean Canada has even less 

leverage in the diplomatic arena. 

Keep your eyes peeled for work from the Canada West Foundation team on what the agreement will 

mean for Canada. 

Meng Wanzhou extradition hearing (and the two 
Michaels) 
• The first round of extradition hearings for Meng Wanzhou took place last week in a Vancouver 

courtroom, where the Crown and Meng’s defense team argued over whether Meng should be extradited 

to the United States to be tried for fraud. 

• “The future of Sino-Canadian relations is being put to a historic test” with this case – the fraying of Sino-

Canadian relations, numerous trade problems with China, and the arrests of Michael Kovrig and Michael 

Spavor are thought to all be tied to the arrest of Meng, CFO of Huawei. 

• The extradition hearings are likely to take months. 

• Michael Kovrig and Michael Spavor, arrested in China shortly after Meng was arrested in Vancouver, 

have now been imprisoned for 400 days. Trudeau recently ruled out a prisoner exchange with China, 

releasing Meng in exchange for the return of the two Michaels. 

The Wuhan Coronavirus 
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• The coronavirus crisis that originated in Wuhan, China, has rapidly grown in the last week. Eleven cities 

in China have had travel restrictions placed on them, which in total have about the same size of 

population as Canada. Every region of China (except Tibet and Qinghai) has been impacted by the 

disease. Cases of the virus have also been found in Nepal, Singapore, Vietnam, Thailand, Taiwan, South 

Korea, Japan, Australia, Cambodia, France, Malaysia and the United States. 

Canadian impact/involvement 
• There are two people in Ontario described as having “presumptive cases” of the Wuhan Coronavirus. 

• Four major Canadian airports – Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto and Montreal – have made preparations to 

deal with anyone infected with the virus, if they land in their airport. 

• A lab in Saskatoon has been given permission from the Public Health Agency of Canada to join the global 

effort to develop a vaccine for the virus. 

Special House of Commons Canada-China 
relations committee 
• The new parliamentary committee sat for the first time last week (see this China Brief for more 

background on the committee). 

• The main order of business was deciding to call Canada’s Ambassador to China, Dominic Barton, to 

appear before the committee. This will happen before February 7. 

China joins Canada’s efforts on a new WTO 
dispute settlement 
• Canada and the European Union announced an interim arrangement to resolve trade disputes with each 

other last July; since then, 15 more countries have joined – including, very recently, China. 

• Many of the countries involved are major agricultural products traders and share a common goal of 

liberalizing trade. 

• The countries that have joined Canada and the EU are: Australia, Brazil, China, Chile, Colombia, Costa 

Rica, Guatemala, South Korea, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Singapore, Switzerland and 

Uruguay. 

• The interim arrangement will apply to any disputes that happen between these countries and will remain in 

effect until the WTO dispute mechanism is once again functional. This interim arrangement will “replicate 

as closely as possible” the WTO dispute settlement (which is now currently non-functional due to American 

refusal to appoint judges). 

 

Full article. 
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More than the Usual Suspects 
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By Sharon Zhengyang Sun and Carlo Dade | Trade and Investments | Jan, 2020 

   

 

 

 

 

Executive Summary 
Canada’s advantage over the United States in Japan from the Comprehensive and Progressive 

Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) lasted a whole 13 months. The CPTPP offered Canada 

significant opportunities to increase and diversify exports to Japan. However, those opportunities 

narrowed when the U.S. struck a partial trade agreement with Japan in October 2019. This is expected to 

erode advantages that Canada had briefly enjoyed over the U.S. in the Japanese market when the 

agreement came into effect January 2020. Canada needs to move more quickly. 

There are still opportunities – both obvious and non-obvious – for Canada in Japan. But the time to pursue 

those is limited. The U.S. will eventually expand its partial agreement with Japan and further erode one of 

the most significant advantages that the CPTPP gives Canada in Japan – tariff and non-tariff advantages 

over American exporters. As seen throughout 2019, the trade world is changing quickly; if Canada is to 

take advantage of the hard-won gains from agreements, it must act fast. 

 

Full article. 
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News Highlights 

• DeZURIK expands presence in Canada to better serve oil field work. Read more 

• Moving mountains: Entrepreneurs at Acceleware working to reduce costs and ‘green-up’ oilsands 

production using RF heating. Read more 

• Scotiabank Economics releases Q1 Provincial Economic Outlook: Alberta to lead growth in 

2021. Read more 

• PROTXX launches collaboration with Alberta Healthcare and Machine Learning Innovation 

Ecosystems. Read more 

• Cold blast sweeping across Western Canada means lower prices for oilsands producers. Read 

more 

• Alberta Innovates launches Carbon Fibre Grande Challenge. Read more 
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• Calgary synthetic cannabinoid company lists on TSX. Read more 

• Calgary healthtech and gaming featured at Thin Air Labs launch party. Read more 

• A clause in the U.S.–China trade deal presents a big opportunity for the oilsands. Read more 

• Farmers won't be planting much canola this year as the oilseed loses its lustre on China trade 

woes. Read more 

• Rental supply and demand both rise in Alberta’s biggest markets. Read more 

• Finance Minister Bill Morneau finds ‘alignment’ at pre-budget roundtable in Calgary. Read more 

• Economic update: Industry continues to dominate in Strathcona County, more petrochemical 

projects coming in 2020. Read more 

  

Major Projects 

• Oil and gas cheers ruling that clears hurdle for Trans Mountain. Read more 

• Varcoe: Three oil pipeline projects inch toward goal-line for Canada. Read more 

• TC Energy to resume work on Keystone XL oil pipeline in February. Read more 

• Alberta company that turns garbage into fuel expanding operations. Read more 

• Manulife Place to get $30-million makeover, includes rooftop terrace. Read more 

• Exro Technologies opening brand-new 6,500 sq. ft. Exro Innovation Centre in Calgary in spring 

2020. Read more 

• Fractal Systems and CSV Midstream announce agreement to jointly develop enhanced JetShear 

Partial Upgrading Hub. Read more 

• MacEwan Students' Association Building (SAMU) Celebrates Grand Opening. Read more 

• Edmonton gondola backers ready to tell city councillors they ‘have the money to move 

forward’ Read more 

 

  

  

 

Things You Need To Know 
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Cleantech Opportunities in Norway  
 

Global Affairs Canada’s Trade Commissioner Service, 

in partnership with Techstars and Equinor, will be holding a Cleantech Global Workshop on February 

7th, 2020  in Vancouver.  

 

Yes! Just before Globe Forum 2020! 

 

Register for this workshop to learn about:   

1. Federal/Provincial Government Export Support  

2. Cleantech Opportunities in Norway  

3. Techstars/Equinor Energy Accelerator  

Federal and Provincial Government representatives will highlight export support available for Canadian 

cleantech SMEs. 1:1 meetings with government representatives are available.  

Learn More 

   

 

  

  

Canada’s Trade Accelerator Program (TAP)  
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rade Accelerator Program (TAP) is an innovative and dynamic program aimed at helping small and 

medium sized enterprises (SMEs) overcome barriers to exporting. Applications are now open in all three 

prairie provinces 

 In Saskatchewan:  

Application deadline - January 22  

2-day workshop (Export Readiness Training) - January 29 & 30  

Full-day workshop (Export Plan) - February 6   

Full-day workshop (Mentoring and Validation with Experts and Partners) - March 3  

Click here to learn more for SK  

In Edmonton:   

This is a 6-week program with four mandatory attendance days.  

2-day workshop (Export Readiness Training) – Feb 12 & 13   

Full-day workshop (Export Plan) – Feb 25   

Full-day workshop (Mentoring and Validation with Experts and Partners) – April 7  

Click here to learn more for Edmonton  

In Calgary:  

2-day workshop (Export Readiness Training) - March 4 & 5   

Full-day workshop (Export Plan) - March 19   

Full-day workshop (Mentoring and Validation with Experts and Partners) – April 22  

Click here to learn for Calgary  

In Manitoba:  

Application deadline - February 28   

2-day workshop (Export Readiness Training) - March 11 & 12   

Full-day workshop (Export Plan) - March 19   

Full-day workshop (Mentoring and Validation with Experts and Partners) - April 22   

 

Click here to learn more for MB 
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Lethbridge Export MeetupTrade Accelerator 
Program, Helping Local Go Global: 

 

Are You Looking For Information On Where to Export Your Product And/Or Services? 

 

Whether you are looking to understand market entry strategies or resources available to help companies 

grow globally, this is a great entry point to the export community. 

 

As we gear up for our first cohort of  the Trade Accelerator Program (TAP) in Lethbridge this April, we are 

excited to host this meet up at our local community partner Economic Development Lethbridge's 

Tecconnect facility! 

 

Grab a drink and get networking with local experts, community leaders and other companies on their own 

export journey.  This event will feature a casual environment for small & medium size business owners 

either ready to export or considering. 

 

More about TAP: 

Canada’s Trade Accelerator Program (TAP) is an innovative and dynamic accelerator supporting small 

and medium sized enterprises in their export journeys. 

 

In the past year, TAP has rapidly gained momentum across Canada with a reputation for providing 

companies with actionable tools that lead to real results.  TAP companies work alongside Canada’s top 

export advisors, resources and contacts to build and implement a comprehensive export plan. 

 

During four in-person workshops taking place starting in April in Lethbridge, TAP participants receive:  

• Customized face-to-face coaching and advice 

• Support in navigating the complex global trade ecosystem 

• Access to a network of experts and thought leaders 

• Familiarization with international best practices 



 

• Support in developing an actionable export plan 

Graduates are seeing results and finding value in the program. Mark Tansley, president of Tansley 

Associates Environmental Services, says, “Attending the TAP program has fast-tracked Tansley 

Associate’s export plan. The program was exhilarating and incredibly insightful.” 

 

Join us for this free networking event to get to know more people in the area who are dealing with 

and interested in exporting! 

 

Register here.  

 

  

 

Municipal Wetlands Data Workshop in the Bow River Basin 
 

The Miistakis Institute is hosting a free workshop for municipalities located in the Bow River Basin. The 

workshop will help municipal staff better understand wetland data challenges and create a strategy for 

moving forward to secure wetlands data relevant to municipal planning and wetland conservation. 

 

Learn more...  

 

 

 

Stories to Follow 
 

 

Government 
 

Producer-gov’t research deal proposed 

Western Producer | Jan. 23, 2020 | News 

A University of Saskatchewan economist says producer groups should explore an agreement with 

Agriculture Canada that gives growers an ownership stake in the country’s federally owned plant breeding 

resources. Richard Gray, a leading expert on seed royalty systems and plant-breeding partnerships, says 

producer groups including provincial cereal commissions should explore becoming long-term partners ...  

 

AIOC board gets down to business 

Alberta Release | Jan. 27, 2020 | News 

The new Alberta Indigenous Opportunities Corporation board brings strong business and financial 

experience to support partnerships in prosperity ...  
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What’s the future of agricultural research in Alberta? 

Alberta farmer Express | Jan. 29, 2020 | News 

The shape of agriculture research in Alberta is changing — and what that change should look like is now 

up for debate. The provincial government held a series of “engagement ...  

 
Economy & Markets 

 

Best not to wait to sell your feed grain 

Western Producer | Jan. 16, 2020 | Markets 

WINNIPEG, Jan. 16 (MarketsFarm) – As warmer winter temperatures are bound to happen, the sooner 

farmers can sell their feed grain the better, said Nelson Neumann, senior trader at Agfinity in Stony Plain, 

Alta. “There’s still a lot of high moisture feed grain that’s in storage and frozen,” said Neumann, 

commenting “I wouldn’t be surprised if we saw a lot of feed grain coming into the market in February ...  

 

Prospects remain positive for wheat market* 

Western Producer | Jan. 23, 2020 | Crops 

The wheat market outlook is decent despite a forecast for record world ending stocks of the crop, says an 

analyst. Remove China’s stocks from the picture and global stocks are the lowest they have been since 

2014-15. “We’re not swimming in wheat,” Chuck Penner, analyst with LeftField Commodity Research, told 

farmers attending his CropSphere presentation ...  

 

Expected increase in oat acres could see drop in prices 

Western Producer | Jan. 23, 2020 | Market 

A leading oat market analyst says Canadian oat plantings could increase by five to 10 percent this year, a 

scenario that would almost certainly result in higher ending stocks and lower oat prices. Analyst Randy 

Strychar said per-acre returns on oats remain relatively strong compared to per-acre returns on spring 

wheat ...  

 

The Big Squeeze: Alberta cattle sector struggling to get ahead 

Alberta farmer Express | Jan. 27, 2020 | News 

Alberta’s cattle industry may not be facing another near-fatal blow like BSE, but it’s hemorrhaging all the 

same. And this time, it’s a death by a thousand cuts, says a ... 

   

Communities 
 

Outdoor herds ring disease alarm for hog industry 

Western Producer | Jan. 17, 2020 | News 

There are 1,200 to 1,300 outdoor pig producers in British Columbia. 

That’s a huge number considering that B.C. has only 15 commercial hog farms. Some of the outdoor 

producers keep their pigs in pens, while others raise them in pasture or in woodlands.  

 

The new year is a good time to reset, refresh and renew 

The Western Producer | Jan 17, 2020 | Farm Living 

As we jump back into a fresh new year and decade, one way to ease our stress is to ensure that our 

home is our haven. We should feel a sense of welcome and satisfaction when we approach our home. If 

not, now is the time to “reset, refresh and renew ... 
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Science, Technology, & Innovation 
African swine fever research efforts expand 

The Western Producer | Jan 17, 2020 | Livestock 

BANFF, Alta. — The vaccine centre based in Saskatoon is now able to test potential vaccines to combat 

African swine fever. 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency announced Jan. 8 that the Vaccine and Infectious Disease 

Organization-International Vaccine Centre, based at the University of Saskatchewan, can now more fully 

participate in the search for a response to the deadly pig disease that has decimated pig herds in China 

and parts of Europe and Asia ...  

 

 

Events 
 

 

 

Natural Products Expo West 

 

March 3-7 

Anaheim, California   

Natural Products Expo West is the world’s largest natural, organic and healthy products trade show, 

attended by more than 86,000 industry professionals and with over 3600 companies exhibiting. If 

you use a co-product or a more sustainable technology you may qualify for a Prairie Biosciences 

Canada travel subsidy to attend Expo West. 

 

Prairie Biosciences Canada will be offering a travel subsidy of up to 75% of eligible expenses, to 

a maximum of $3000 to cleantech SMEs. 

 

Apply for the PBC Gateway Program here:  

http://bioscience.biomb.ca/e/731933/r-

FQRG9H2/qt6vv/177602051?h=BGPOmhiJza1dLen78I00L7utkvipgF2DnE3PkT2HNlE 
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World Agritech Innovation Summit  
 
March 17-18 
San Francisco 

World Agritech Innovation Summit focuses on the most disruptive technologies transforming the 

global food system. It gathers over 1500 of the brightest minds in agribusiness, food brands, 

producers, investors, and entrepreneurs from over 50 countries to discuss the digitization and 

automation taking place in agriculture, the next generation of bio-based inputs, genetics and 

business models that are creating new supply chains and how to build more profitable, biodiverse 

and healthy food systems. 

 

Prairie Biosciences Canada will be offering a travel subsidy of up to 75% of eligible expenses, to 

a maximum of $4300 to cleantech SMEs.  

 

Apply for the PBC Gateway Program here:  

http://bioscience.biomb.ca/e/731933/r-

FQRG9H2/qt6vv/177602051?h=BGPOmhiJza1dLen78I00L7utkvipgF2DnE3PkT2HNlE 

  

 

Future Food Tech  
 

March 19-20  

San Francisco 

Future Food Tech brings together over 1000 C suite food brand executives, investors, and 

entrepreneurs to share ideas, network, collaborate and invest. During the summit more than 80 

speakers will explore the plant-based products of the future, ingredient innovation, AI and robotics, 

the human gut microbiome, fermentation, genetics and sustainable packaging. 

 

Prairie Biosciences Canada will be offering a travel subsidy of up to 75% of eligible expenses, to 
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a maximum of $3800 to cleantech SMEs. Applications for the PBC Gateway Program open soon! 

 

Apply for the PBC Gateway Program here:  

http://bioscience.biomb.ca/e/731933/r-

FQRG9H2/qt6vv/177602051?h=BGPOmhiJza1dLen78I00L7utkvipgF2DnE3PkT2HNlE 

 

 

World Bio Markets  
 

March 23-25  

Amsterdam 

World Bio Markets connects the entire bio industry value chain across investors, regulators, 

chemical and material companies, industrial biotech innovators, and end market brands, focusing 

on scaling efficient, competitive, value added end market solutions.  

 

Prairie Biosciences Canada will be offering a travel subsidy, details will be announced soon. 

 

Canada-United Kingdom Sustainable Food Production 
 

 

Registration is open for matchmaking events that will bring together companies from Canada and the 

United Kingdom (UK) that are interested in collaborating to create globally competitive innovations 

in agtech, precision farming and other related sectors.  

  

The main matchmaking event, to be held in Calgary on January 27, 2020, includes the launch of a 

$7 million call for proposals co-funded by Innovate UK and NRC-IRAP.  

  

Smaller networking events are also being organized in: 
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Olds, Alberta, on January 28 

London, Ontario, on January 29. 

 

For details, 

Contact: Gordon Jolly, Industrial Technology Advisor, IRAP International. 

 

 

Resources 
 

 

At SouthGrow's main office, we are working hard to further improve our implementation of technology and 

data to improve our organization and service. Here's what we are using, as well as some other tools we 

think would help the businesses within our communities.  

 

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS (NEW) 

 

Farmer-led research engagement open until Jan. 31, 2020. 

Provide your input on the future of agricultural research in Alberta  

  

Budget 2020 consultations open until Feb. 7, 2020 

Albertans are invited to share their opinions and suggestions for the upcoming budget. 

An online survey with questions on Albertans’ spending and saving priorities, as well as ideas for job 

creation and growing Alberta’s economy.  

  

Fair Deal Panel 

Consulting Albertans on strategies to secure a fair deal in the Canadian federation and advance our vital 

economic interests. 

Submit your feedback 

 

Export program refresh helps cut red tape 

The newly streamlined Alberta Export Expansion Program reduces red tape for local businesses looking 

to expand around the world. 

 

GRANTS AND FUNDING: 

Alberta Export Expansion Program (AEEP) 

The Alberta Export Expansion Program (AEEP) supports Alberta small and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs), municipalities, Indigenous communities, industry associations, and economic development 

organizations that are promoting Alberta exports through international business travel or bringing 

international buyers to Alberta. 

 

CanExport Innovation - You must apply at least 8 weeks prior to your planned travel. 

Canadian innovators who aim to commercialize technology can access up to $75,000 in funding to 

establish new R&D collaborations with foreign partners to co-develop, validate or adapt their technologies 

for commercialization. Companies that were not successful with a CanExport SME Application in the past 
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should check out this program which has different eligibility 

criteria: https://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/trade_commissioners-delegues_commerciaux/funding-

financement/canexport/innovation/index.aspx?lang=eng 

  

TRADE DEVELOPMENT/MISSION OPPORTUNITIES: 

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry Market News 

What’s new in agriculture’s international markets 

 

TECHWEST CANADA & Alberta Trade and Investment Attraction Mission (Feb 23-28, 2020) 

The Government of Alberta is focused on attracting investment to the province, building international 

partnerships, showcasing our talents around the globe, and helping Alberta companies to access 

international markets. To that end, Alberta Economic Development, Trade and Tourism’s Trade and 

Investment Attraction team collaborates with TECH WEST CANADA on a trade missions aimed at 

facilitating export development and investment attraction from targeted international markets. Join the 

Western Canadian delegation in Barcelona for February 23-27, 2020 to participate in MWC 

2020. Deadline to register: Dec 20, 2019 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,  TRADE AND TOURISM BUSINESS RESOURCES: 

Export.alberta.ca 

Find new market opportunities for your product using the interactive export data tool. Find information on 

Alberta exports, world imports, tariffs, and more. 

 

Economic development indicators 

Alberta economic dashboards, commentaries and highlights, and overviews of major projects. 

 

Economic development supports 

Alberta international offices, market access, industry information and other supports and resources. 

 

Regional Economic Development Services (REDS) 

Through the Regional Economic Development Services (REDS) unit, Economic Development and Trade 

(EDT) helps facilitate economic development by providing targeted services, knowledge and expertise 

across the province. For assistance navigating the Government of Alberta economic development 

supports and to learn more about the REDS unit and available supports, please contact Linda Erickson, 

Southwest Region at 403-393-2614 or linda.erickson@gov.ab.ca   

  

OTHER BUSINESS RESOURCES: 

Alberta Innovates 

Alberta Innovates manages a number of high-demand technology entrepreneurial investment programs 

with a growing number of subscribers. Due to the competitive nature of these programs, Alberta Innovates 

searches to invest in high-potential, high-growth companies that will provide economic and social benefits 

for Alberta. 

 

Tourism Research & Statistics 

Understand the value of Alberta’s tourism industry and consumer vacation trends with the latest tourism 

statistics and research reports. The Alberta Tourism Market Monitor is available online. 

 

Co-operative Business Supports  
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• Alberta Community & Co-operative Association helps to strengthen Alberta communities by 

providing leadership development and fostering co-operative values http://acca.coop 

• Co-operatives First is a business development agency that supports business, economic and 

community development in rural and Indigenous communities across western 

Canada. www.cooperativesfirst.com   

 

 

 

Questions? Suggestions? Have something you would like us to 

share? Contact the SouthGrow team! 

info@southgrow.com | (403) 394-0615  

 

 

Not on the list? Sign up for this newsletter.  
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