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'Oilsands of sun and wind'  
   

By Dave Mabell | Lethbridge Herald | Dec 14, 2019 

 

 

Now being described as “the oilsands of sun and wind,” southern Alberta is receiving a $1.5-billion boost 

from its fast-growing alternative energy industry. 

Overseas investors continue to underwrite new Alberta projects, a just-released report confirms, due to 

strong demand around the world for energy from renewable resources. 

http://us17.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=8a12e4697cd842066370c0b99&id=56e891a081&e=69b301daf1
https://southgrow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8a12e4697cd842066370c0b99&id=b85648ba78&e=69b301daf1
https://southgrow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8a12e4697cd842066370c0b99&id=d428d37a35&e=69b301daf1
https://southgrow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8a12e4697cd842066370c0b99&id=4418403079&e=69b301daf1
http://us17.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=8a12e4697cd842066370c0b99&id=56e891a081&e=69b301daf1
https://southgrow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8a12e4697cd842066370c0b99&id=4212c5a11e&e=69b301daf1
https://southgrow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8a12e4697cd842066370c0b99&id=668c110639&e=69b301daf1
http:///


 

“International investment is moving into this industry right now,” says Trevor Lewington, chief executive 

officer at Economic Development Lethbridge. 

“When Albertans are looking for good-news stories and economic wins, they can look right here,” he says. 

“These projects also inject money into the economy, creating more wealth and opportunities for everyone 

in our region.” 

Commissioned by the Southern Alberta Alternative Energy Partnership, the new report reveals just how 

significant alternative energy investments have become for Alberta’s economy. 

 

Read the Full Article 

 

CN movement back on track 
after strike 
 

By Jeremy Simes | The Western Producer | News 

   

 

 

 

Published: Dec. 12, 2019  

Canadian National Railway has recovered from the recent labour strike, saying movement is back at a 

regular pace. 

The company announced today that shipping returned to peak levels and that it took on all customer 

demand during the second week of December. 
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“After a tough harvest due to adverse weather and an eight day labour stoppage, our railroaders have 

been hard at work to get movements back on track,” Allen Foster, the compnay’s vice-president of bulk, 

said in a news release. Some provincial governments and producer groups had been urging the federal 

government to enact back-to-work legislation. The strike caused potential propane shortages, particularly 

in Eastern Canada. 

However, a deal between the Teamsters Canada union and CN was eventually reached, and shortly after 

that, workers were back on the job and the company began its recovery plan. 

“Our disciplined approach to recovery after the strike has allowed CN to return to a normal pace, as did all 

the investments we have made in track infrastructure and new locomotives over the past two years,” 

Foster said. 

The dispute largely centred around safety concerns and fatigue brought up by the union.The new deal is 

currently being reviewed by members. It will be ratified before it becomes officially binding. The union 

thanked the federal government for not enacting back-to-work legislation. 

Prior to the strike, CN had reported strong grain movement. It moved 2.8 million tonnes in October, which 

was a record. 

During the first two weeks of November, the company said it spotted 6,800 hopper cars. 

Foster said the company will remain committed to delivering grain to customers as it enters the critical 

winter season. 

Contact jeremy.simes@producer.com 
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Alberta’s economy to grow by 
0.9 per cent in 2020 
 

By TB Financial's Economics & Research Team | ATB Economics | Research 

   

 

  

Published: Dec 3, 2019 
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According to the latest provincial economic forecast from ATB Economics, Alberta’s real GDP will grow by 

0.9 per cent in 2020 followed by growth of 2.1 per cent in 2021. Alberta’s annual GDP growth has 

averaged 2.8 per cent over the last 20 years. 

Alberta’s growth continues to be stymied by a lack of oil pipeline capacity. The oil transportation 

bottleneck and uncertainty around its resolution have made companies and investors reluctant to finance 

additional exploration and production.  

The timing of increased investment in oil exploration and production is a key variable in this regard. Other 

forecasts anticipate spending will increase in 2020, while ATB’s forecast assumes concern over oil egress 

capacity will keep investment soft over the short-term. 

 

As a result, even though there has been some good news on the pipeline front and oil production will likely 

rise next year, the boost to GDP will not be enough to overcome sluggishness in other areas until capital 

investment levels improve in 2021. 

Given that the oil and gas sector generates more than a quarter of Alberta’s real GDP, the challenges 

facing the sector will continue to have a negative effect on the overall provincial economy. We can see 

this in terms of consumer spending, construction activity and unemployment levels. 

Retail sales are down so far in 2019. It’s unlikely they will improve over the short-term as consumers hold 

back due to unemployment, high levels of personal debt, and concerns over the general state of the 

economy. Construction activity is also down and is not forecast to see much improvement. 

Alberta’s labour market continues to struggle to create enough jobs to make a significant dent in the 

provincial unemployment rate. Despite the uptick in GDP growth, the unemployment rate is forecast to 

remain stubbornly high in 2020, at 6.9 per cent for the year. 

 

A copy of the new Alberta Economic Outlook can be downloaded here 

 

 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 
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Indicators Updated this Week 
 

  

News Highlights  

• Transportation regulator: WestJet would remain Canadian after Onex deal. Read more 

• ATB: Alberta economy to improve slightly in 2020. Read more 

• Edmonton warehouse district home to new, revitalizing businesses. Read more 

• Ghostbusters filming brings $1M to Drumheller. Read more 

• Alberta’s industrial carbon price approved by Federal government. Read more 

• Bank of Canada: new NAFTA deal could mitigate uncertainty for Canadian business. Read more 

• Alberta’s energy war room launches in Calgary. Read more 

• Edmonton’s economic development model due for a change: report. Read more 

• As Alberta energy companies struggle to pay their bills, farmers, ranchers and counties feel the 

pinch. Read more 
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• This Alberta real estate company's shares are up 70% this year, despite the province's 

struggles. Read more 

• How Grande Prairie is the new Fort McMurray. Read more 

Major Projects  

• Concrete mass in river delaying $1.81B Valley Line southeast LRT project in Edmonton. Read 

more 

• $321M Lewis Farms Recreation Centre shelved amid budget crunch in Edmonton. Read more 

• Renovation of century-old hotel looking to draw businesses to Edmonton’s east downtown. Read 

more 

• Keyano moves forward with polarizing $19.7M gallery project in Fort McMurray. Read more 

• Cenovus to ramp up delayed oilsands project in 2020 using rail allowances. Read more 

 

  

  

 

 

Things You Need To Know 
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Introduction to Advisor Team Planning 
 

Do I Have The Team I Need? 

 

Your potential customers are going to engage with your business in numerous ways and you may not 

always be the person they are dealing with. You never want customers or suppliers/distributors to 

experience negative interactions (customer relationships) and this is why it is important to assess where 

these touchpoints are (key activities), who engages at the touchpoints (key partners, key resources, 

channels), and who you can count on for advice or assistance (Key Partners, Advisor Team). Often 

entrepreneurs will only think about the surface of the structures and the titles or key areas of operation. 

 

We will explore why it is also important to think critically of how the people upholding these areas will carry 

out their role, your service standards, and how you can develop a framework that you can utilize to keep 

clarity and accountability around staffing for your operation’s needs. Ongoing mentorship while you set out 

to manage your business idea towards something great will be crucial to staying ahead of your trajectory 

and making the appropriate hiring and structural decisions for the future of your business. 

 

Session activities and materials:  

• Assess Your Operational Needs 

• Assess Your Organizational Development 

• Develop your Human Resource Plan 

• Develop your Advisory Team 

• Expand on 5 BMC pillars – Key Activities, Key Resources, Key Partners, Channels, and 

Customer Relationships 

“Find a great mentor, someone who has already been through the many challenges of being an 

entrepreneur..” --- Jodi Levine 

 

  

Session Date: 
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Thursday, December 12, 2019 

 

Session Time: 

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm (lunch included) 

 

Session Cost: Free  

 

  

Entrepreneurship 102 
 

What is Intellectual Property? 

 

All inventions start with a great idea! Intellectual Property rights are rights in things that you create with 

your mind. 

 

This presentation will provide you with the fundamentals of Canadian intellectual property law in Canada. 

This will help you determine how to approach this topic as it pertains to your business idea and its 

development. 

 

Session activities and materials:  

• Learn the difference between patents, trademarks, copyright and industrial design, who actually 

owns the rights to them, and everything in between. 

• Gain an understanding for whether or not your idea can be protected, where it can be protected, 

and when the steps should be taken to get protection. 

• Discover how to protect your ideas from your employer, or from your employees. 

• Consider the strategic value of intellectual property for sole inventors and small to medium sized 

entities. 

 

“Some day, I will invent a little machine that will glide over the snow and will even allow me to go up hills” 

– J. Armand Bombardier (re: the snowmobile he patented in 1937) 
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Session Date: 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Session Time: 

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm (dinner included) 

Session Cost: 

$30  

 

  

 

NBC Innovation Competition 
 

National Bank’s Innovation Competition is a six-month challenge giving teams the chance to present their 

business and technology solutions to a panel of National Bank executives, venture capitalists and 

technology leaders in the hopes of winning an impressive $100,000 cash prize* - Deadline December 20, 

2019, 11:59pm EST.  

 



  

 

Community Events: 
#ShopTogetherYQL 

 

Lethbridge's #ShopTogetherYQL Contest: 

If you're out in the Lethbridge community over the coming festive season, why not enter this great 

contest!  It's easy to join in and is poised to help stimulate the local economy by shopping local! 

 

Cyndi Vos from the Lethbridge Chamber of Commerce says, “Lethbridge business really sees a positive 

effect when people shop local,” she states. “The holiday season is one of those times when people are out 

and about, and they are shopping, they are eating, and they are taking in events. And when that happens 

locally, the money stays local. Our employees are benefited, our businesses are benefited, and everybody 

wins." 

 

Anyone who would like to enter the contest can do so by taking a picture of themselves as they are 

shopping locally, post it to Instagram, and add the hashtag “ShopTogetherYQL.” A random entry will be 

drawn in early January and the winner will receive the $1,000 downtown shopping credit.  The deadline for 

entries is January 5, 2020! 

 

Check out all the action during the contest at the explore link below via 

Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/shoptogetheryql/  
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Stories to Follow 
 

 

Government 
 

NFU paper proposes solutions to climate and farm crises 

Western Producer | Dec. 12, 2019 | News 

Winnipeg, (MarketsFarm) – The global climate crisis is interlinked with the financial crisis on Canadian 

farms, according to a new discussion paper from the National Farmers Union (NFU) which proposes 

changes to agriculture practices that could help the sector become part of the solution to both major 

issues...  

 

USMCA trade deal moves closer to ratification 

Western Producer | Dec. 10, 2019 | News 

The United States may approve the new North American free trade deal in seven to 10 days. 

In a busy morning for international trade, Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Democrats announced their support 

for the United States Mexico Canada Agreement (USMCA) today. They didn't commit to a date, but Pelosi 

said they would try to ratify the deal before Christmas ...  

 

Ministers will discuss AgriStability changes 

Western Producer | Dec. 16, 2019 | News 

Canadian agriculture ministers will gather in Ottawa Dec. 17 intending to change AgriStability. 

However, any changes would be minor rather than major program restructuring ... 

 

   

Economy & Markets 
 

Canadian honey production down 15.4 per cent on the year 

Western Producer | Dec. 12, 2019 | Crops 

Winnipeg, (MarketsFarm) – Cool and wet summer conditions caused Canadian honey production to drop 

to its lowest level in seven years in 2019, according to a report from Statistics Canada. 

At 80.4 million pounds, production of the sweetener was down by 15.4 per cent from the previous year ...  

 

Meat plant closure in Ont. could affect West 

Western Producer | Dec. 12, 2019 | Crops 

The Dec. 2. cancellation of federal slaughter, processing and export licences at Toronto-based Ryding-

Regency Meat Packers and its affiliates has sent ripples through the Canadian beef industry. 

The move leaves Ontario cattle producers scrambling to find processing space for fat cattle ...  

 

Aussie crop, European prices may produce wheat rally 

Western Producer | Dec. 12, 2019 | Market 

Expect a small rally in wheat prices in the new year, says a market analyst. The holidays will be a slow 

period but there should be some pricing opportunities early in 2020, MarketsFarm analyst Mike Jubinville 
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told farmers attending the 2019 Farm Forum Event ... 

   

Communities 
 

Canola crop smallest in four years 

Western Producer | Dec. 10, 2019 | Markets 

WINNIPEG, Manitoba/OTTAWA, (Reuters) - Canadian farmers produced the smallest canola crop in four 

years, less than expected, after unusually wet autumn weather that left millions of acres unharvested, a 

government report showed. Farmers produced 18.6 million tonnes of canola, down eight percent from last 

year, Statistics Canada reported, and 1 million tonnes less than the average trade guess before the 

report ...  

 

Regina farm show makes changes 

The Western Producer | Dec. 9, 2019 | News  

Following the announcement last June that Canada's Farm Progress Show would change its dates for 

2020, organizers have now announced a new name. 

The show, held in Regina for 42 years, is now Canada's Farm Show ...  

 
Science, Technology, & Innovation 

 

Hey hey, a whole new way to hay 

The Western Producer | Nov. 28, 2019 | Crops 

WOODSTOCK, Ont. — Standing hay holds maximum protein, but it’s all downhill from there. Protein 

drops every time hay is handled. Now, a new system claims to maintain 90 percent of original protein. 

The Austrian-based Haytec system is common throughout Europe. Using its system, the company says, 

results in a cost to dry hay of between a half cent and one cent per pound of dry matter ...  

 

 

Events 
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INVENTURE$ - Startup Pitch Event  
December 3-17, 2019 

 

Deadline March 13, 2020 at Noon MST. 

June 3-5, 2020 

Telus Convention Center, Calgary, Alberta 

 

Startup Pitch applicants must have launched/be planning to launch their product or service within 

24 months of June 2020.  

 

Businesses and concepts must be focused in the following categories: Innovation of Work, 

Agriculture in the Technology Age, The Future is AI, Healthier Living/Broader Thinking, Smart 

Cities/Vibrant Communities, and Data in the Digital World.  

 

The competition will be held June 3-5 in Calgary, AB. 

Deadline March 13, 2020 at Noon MST. 

 

Register now! 

  

 

IEDC - Entrepreneurial and Small Business Development 
Strategies 
- December 3-17, 2019 

 

December 3-17, 2019  

Online 

 

This multi-faceted course explores the core aspects of entrepreneurial and small business 

development including value-add partnerships, technical assistance programs, financing, business 

incubation and more. Entrepreneurs and small businesses stimulate job creation, develop crucial 

innovations in both products and services and promote the diversification of the economic base. In 

this course, you will learn the financial and managerial tools economic developers use to create a 

climate that encourages entrepreneurial and small business development. Also, practitioners will 

examine the barriers they face and how communities can leverage their economic development 

resources to build highly integrated networks to help businesses thrive in the global economy. 

 

Course Highlights: 
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- Identifying and addressing the needs of entrepreneurs 

- Defining urban v. rural-focused entrepreneurial and small business strategies 

- Managing technical assistance (e.g., economic gardening) programs 

- Development and management of business incubators 

- Understanding federal and state government resources (e.g., SBDCs) 

- Financing programs including micro-lending, venture capital, and angel networks 

- Creating a technical assistance tracking system to measure job growth and etc. 

 

Register now! 

  

 

EDA 2020 Annual Conference 
- April 1 - 3, 2020 

 

April 1 - 3, 2020 

Pomeroy Kananaskis Mountain Lodge 

Registration here 

  

EDA’s Annual General Meeting & Professional 

Conference attracts approximately 400 local, national and international experts in the 

field of economic development and elected officials from various parts of our province. 

Delegates are provided with updates on economic development issues and trends, 

best practices, inspiring keynote addresses and valuable networking opportunities.  

EDA’s next annual conference is being held April 1-3, 2020 at the Pomeroy 

Kananaskis Mountain Lodge in Kananaskis, Alberta. This beautiful, recently renovated, 

modern conference venue offers a stunning backdrop to showcase your organization to 

economic developers and elected officials from Alberta’s communities and regions. 

Our theme is “Fostering Innovation, Transformation & Diversification". To download the conference 

app and agenda click on the following link: https://my.yapp.us/8THVAT. 

REGISTRATION 

Click here to register for the 2020 Conference.   

Members 

• $445 + GST= Pre-registration before December 1, 2019 

• $500 + GST= Early bird registration until January 17, 2020 
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• $550 + GST= After January 18 until March 24, 2020 

Non-Members 

• $545 + GST= Pre-registration before December 1, 2019 

• $600 + GST= Early bird registration until January 17, 2020 

• $675 + GST= After January 18 until March 24, 2020 

NOTE: Conference prices include two breakfasts, one lunch, the President's Dinner, the Minister's 

Dinner, and all refreshment breaks. 

Conference Registration Reimbursement Policy: EDA issues a full reimbursement 

less $50 administration charge prior to March 18, 2020; however, no 

reimbursements after March 25, 2020. 

Hotel info: To book your hotel room click here. 

 

 

Resources 
 

 

At SouthGrow's main office, we are working hard to further improve our implementation of technology and 

data to improve our organization and service. Here's what we are using, as well as some other tools we 

think would help the businesses within our communities.  

 

EWS HIGHLIGHTS (NEW) 

Export program refresh helps cut red tape 

The newly streamlined Alberta Export Expansion Program reduces red tape for local businesses looking 

to expand around the world. 

 

Enhancing economic tools for municipalities 

Municipal Affairs Minister Kaycee Madu has tabled legislation to empower municipalities to offer property 

tax incentives to business owners for machinery and equipment. 

  

GRANTS AND FUNDING: 

Alberta Export Expansion Program (AEEP) (NEW - ATTACHED) 

The Alberta Export Expansion Program (AEEP) supports Alberta small and medium-sized enterprises 

(SMEs), municipalities, Indigenous communities, industry associations, and economic development 

organizations that are promoting Alberta exports through international business travel or bringing 

international buyers to Alberta. 

 

Canadian Agricultural Partnership - application deadline December 12, 2019 

A package of 15 programs under five themes that support the unique needs of Alberta’s agriculture 

industry.  
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CanExport Innovation - You must apply at least 8 weeks prior to your planned travel. 

Canadian innovators who aim to commercialize technology can access up to $75,000 in funding to 

establish new R&D collaborations with foreign partners to co-develop, validate or adapt their technologies 

for commercialization. Companies that were not successful with a CanExport SME Application in the past 

should check out this program which has different eligibility 

criteria: https://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca/trade_commissioners-delegues_commerciaux/funding-

financement/canexport/innovation/index.aspx?lang=eng 

  

TRADE DEVELOPMENT/MISSION OPPORTUNITIES: 

Alberta Agriculture and Forestry Market News 

What’s new in agriculture’s international markets 

 

TECHWEST CANADA & Alberta Trade and Investment Attraction Mission (Feb 23-28, 2020) 

The Government of Alberta is focused on attracting investment to the province, building international 

partnerships, showcasing our talents around the globe, and helping Alberta companies to access 

international markets. To that end, Alberta Economic Development, Trade and Tourism’s Trade and 

Investment Attraction team collaborates with TECH WEST CANADA on a trade missions aimed at 

facilitating export development and investment attraction from targeted international markets. Join the 

Western Canadian delegation in Barcelona for February 23-27, 2020 to participate in MWC 

2020. Deadline to register: Dec 20, 2019 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,  TRADE AND TOURISM BUSINESS RESOURCES: 

Export.alberta.ca 

Find new market opportunities for your product using the interactive export data tool. Find information on 

Alberta exports, world imports, tariffs, and more. 

 

Economic development indicators 

Alberta economic dashboards, commentaries and highlights, and overviews of major projects. 

 

Economic development supports 

Alberta international offices, market access, industry information and other supports and resources. 

 

Regional Economic Development Services (REDS) 

Through the Regional Economic Development Services (REDS) unit, Economic Development and Trade 

(EDT) helps facilitate economic development by providing targeted services, knowledge and expertise 

across the province. For assistance navigating the Government of Alberta economic development 

supports and to learn more about the REDS unit and available supports, please contact Linda Erickson, 

Southwest Region at 403-393-2614 or linda.erickson@gov.ab.ca   

  

OTHER BUSINESS RESOURCES: 

Alberta Innovates 

Alberta Innovates manages a number of high-demand technology entrepreneurial investment programs 

with a growing number of subscribers. Due to the competitive nature of these programs, Alberta Innovates 

searches to invest in high-potential, high-growth companies that will provide economic and social benefits 

for Alberta. 

 

Tourism Research & Statistics 
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Understand the value of Alberta’s tourism industry and consumer vacation trends with the latest tourism 

statistics and research reports. The Alberta Tourism Market Monitor is available online. 

 

Co-operative Business Supports  

• Alberta Community & Co-operative Association helps to strengthen Alberta communities by 

providing leadership development and fostering co-operative values http://acca.coop 

• Co-operatives First is a business development agency that supports business, economic and 

community development in rural and Indigenous communities across western 

Canada. www.cooperativesfirst.com   

 

 

 

Questions? Suggestions? Have something you would like us to 

share? Contact the SouthGrow team! 

info@southgrow.com | (403) 394-0615  

 

 

Not on the list? Sign up for this newsletter.  
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