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Plant-ingredient processing offers a global opportunity with a realistic path to economic 

diversification. Have questions? We have answers! 

 

To explore value-added processing of crops such as pulses, canola and hemp, Plant Protein Alliance of 

Alberta (PPAA) is hosting a Fractionation 101 Workshop. Please join us for presentations by industry 

experts Trevor Pizzey, president of anCeres Processing Solutions, David Fielder, a senior scientist with 

Alberta Agriculture, and Corey Keith, founder of consulting firm Keith and Associates. After their talks will 

be a panel discussion with questions from the audience. Networking time to follow.This workshop will 

focus on very practical topics, such as key factors considered when deciding to build and locate facilities, 

and what can local governments and others can do to attract them.The event will be a training opportunity 

for economic development groups, financial institutions, suppliers and those interested in value-added 

processing. 

 

Date: Thursday, November 21 

Time: Workshop 1:30-4:30pm, Networking 4:30-6pm 

Location: Heritage Inn Hotel & Convention Centrem 

Event Sponsors: Farm Credit Canada, Canada's Premier Food Corridor, SouthGrow Regional Initiative 

Tickets: eventbrite.ca. 

 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 

 

Lethbridge Economy Continues 
to Grow 
 

By Dave Mabell | Lethbridge Herald | Economy 
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“Lethbridge’s economy has fired on all cylinders over the past two years,” the non-partisan economic 

institute points out. “Unlike other cities in Alberta, Lethbridge’s diverse economy emerged unscathed from 

the fall in oil prices in 2015 and 2016,” it emphasized. In fact, the city’s economic growth ran opposite to 

what was happening in cities like Calgary and Red Deer. Says the report, “While Alberta’s real gross 

domestic product declined by an annual average of 3.8 per cent over those two years, Lethbridge’s 

expanded by an average of 3.8 per cent.”  

 

The report emphasizes the Lethbridge region’s economy is based on agriculture, not oil and gas – and it 

created an amazing 24,300 jobs in 2015. While some of those jobs were lost in 2017, payrolls rose by 

1,800 in 2018. The region’s gross domestic product grew by 5.8 per cent in 2017 and by a further 5.1 per 

cent in 2018, it says.“Strong employment growth will continue, with 2,700 new jobs created this year and 

next,” the report predicts.The Conference Board estimated the region will support 66,310 jobs by 2020, 

compared with 49,200 as recently as 2010. 

Learn more. 

 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 

 

Alberta will hire 30 new nurse 
practitioners to work in under-
served areas of province 
 

By Michelle Bellefontaine | CBC | News 
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The Alberta government is spending an extra $3 million this year to hire 30 new nurse practitioners to 
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work in under-served areas of the province. Some of the new hires will work in the town of Bonnyville, 

where 600 people are on a physician waitlist, and with the Aspen Primary Care Network, which serves the 

northern Alberta communities of Driftpile, Bigstone Cree, Peavine and Gift Lake. * 

Some will go to the Bow Valley Primary Care Network, so give residents of Canmore, Banff and Lake 

Louise an option for non-emergency medical care other than going to the hospital. Nurse practitioners will 

also work in two specialized settings — an opioid dependency clinic in the Strathcona Community Hospital 

in Sherwood Park, and the Covenant Health Foster Care Clinic in the Edmonton Southside Primary Care 

Network.  

Health Minister Tyler Shandro said the government isn't trying to replace family physicians with nurse 

practitioners. "I see this as supplementing family physicians in the system," he said. "This is an 

opportunity for us to be able to add health professionals to a health-care team."  

Here are currently 600 nurse practitioners in Alberta, three-quarters of whom work in hospitals, acute-care 

facilities or specialty outpatient clinics. Only 50 work in Primary Care Networks. Anne Summach, the 

incoming vice-president of the Nurse Practitioner Association of Alberta, said the initiative gives nurse 

practitioners a chance to perform the full scope of allowable duties, which were expanded under the 

previous NDP government.  

 

Summach said nurse practitioners can do many of the functions of a family doctor including prescribing 

medication, setting fractures and helping patients manage chronic medical conditions. Almost anything, 

she quipped, except prescribe cannabis and eyeglasses. 

 

Read more. 

  

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

 

 

Changes to policing cost 
formula on the horizon 
 

By Meagan Maceachern | Bonnyville Nouvelle | News 
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Published: Sept. 17, 2019 |  Bonnyville Nouvelle * 

 

All Alberta municipalities, regardless of size or type, could be paying for RCMP.  

Earlier this month, the provincial government announced their decision to review their policing cost 

formula, which currently sees communities with over 15,000 residents paying for 90 per cent of their 

RCMP services and those with less than 15,000 paying for 70 per cent. Any towns or cities with under 

5,000 people, counties, and municipal districts aren’t currently contributing to policing costs.  

According to Town of Bonnyville Mayor Gene Sobolewski, the province picks up the balance. 

“We pay for our own policing, the MD never has had to because that’s handled by the province. What the 

new government has done, is they’ve decided that the portion of policing they provide, which is RCMP 

services to rural municipalities and communities with under 5,000 people, they will now have to pay,” 

added town assistant CAO Bill Rogers. “They’re going to introduce this new policing formula, we’re not 

quite sure what it is yet, but they will pay based on a combination of their assessment value and their 

populations for the same policing services like we do.” 

Based on the town’s population, right now they pay 70 per cent for RCMP, similarly to the City of Cold 

Lake. Just like the town, Cold Lake has been pushing for a change to the funding model. 

 

“I think over the years we have always thought that it if more municipalities shared in the costing of police 

in your local area, maybe the urban’s portion would go down. In this presentation so far, even though 

they’re going to ask these 291 municipalities to contribute… it never spoke to if the urban’s portion will go 

down. The city is paying 70 per cent, let’s just say the MD’s now going to have to pay for policing in some 

kind of formula, is that money staying in the regional pool of the costing of RCMP for the Cold Lake and 

Bonnyville detachments, or is it going towards the government’s portion of paying for policing for the rural 

and is the government’s portion going down and the city’s portion will remain the same?” asked Mayor 

Craig Copeland during city council’s meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 10. 

 

Learn more. 
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Tecconnect for The Path to Operational Excellence* 

 

 

Join Tecconnect for The Path to Operational Excellence - Optimizing the Warehouse, Distribution 

Centre, or Plant through Automated Technology.  

  

This monthly webinar series presented by Dematic, hosted by Supply Chain Canada and 

sponsored by Brighter Together will give individuals and organizations the opportunity to learn and 

connect with Automated Technology industry experts.  

  

Each session will begin at 11:30 am and run until 1:00 pm and includes lunch. 

  

The full 8 session webinar price is $100  - https://entrepreneur.chooselethbridge.ca/ticket/view/2816 

or purchase single session registration also listed on our events page for $15 each 

- https://entrepreneur.chooselethbridge.ca/ticket/view/2822 

  

Do you want to learn more about supply chain? 

Have you thought of innovating your operations with automated technology? 

Do you want to understand what new technologies are available? 

These sessions are for you! 

  

Check out the stats below from the Intelligent Industrialization 

report. http://www.digcompass.ca/intelligent-industrialization-the-next-wave/executive-summary-2/ 

• Seventy percent of businesses indicated their use of automation changed significantly 

over the past ten years. Of these businesses, two-thirds (68 percent) report production 

costs have decreased as a result, and 90 percent say productivity has increased. 

• Two-thirds of these businesses said the integration of industrial automation reduced 

production costs. Nearly half of companies (42 percent) said production costs fell between 

10 percent and 29 percent as a result of automation. 

 

 

POP UP POLICY – OCTOBER 16th, 2019 * 
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On Wednesday, October 16, the Canada West Foundation is hosting Curtis Berlinguette, Principal 

Investigator at Berlinguette Research, for a Pop-up Policy event on how to commercialize clean 

energy technologies 10X faster.  

Berlinguette's research program has built the world's first self-driving robot for materials discovery, 

a platform designed to accelerate the time required to take products from the lab into the market 

place. He will also talk about how scientists need the freedom to take on more risky projects if we 

are to discover clean energy technologies that can scale within the span of a human lifetime. 

  

Bio 

Prof. Berlinguette is a Canada Research Chair in Energy Conversion, CIFAR Fellow, Principal 

Investigator at the Stewart Blusson Quantum Matter Institute, Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Chemistry, and Professor of Chemistry and Chemical & Biological Engineering at the University of 

British Columbia.  Dr. Berlinguette completed his PhD in Inorganic Chemistry at Texas A&M 

University and postdoctoral studies at Harvard University. He started his independent career at the 

University of Calgary in 2006 before moving his program to the University of British Columbia in 

2013. He leads a research program dedicated to accelerating the discovery and deployment of 

clean energy technologies, including advanced solar cell, energy storage, and CO2 utilization 

technologies.  His team is also very interested in cold fusion! 

 

Our Pop-up Policy events are an informal gathering of staff and our CWF friends at our office to 

hear from guest speakers and talk about interesting policy issues. We hope you'll join us for this 

very timely discussion! 

   

Join us Wednesday, October 16 

Time: 2:30 pm - 3:45 pm 

Canada West Foundation: 110 - 134 11 Avenue SE 

Light refreshments will be served  

  

Please RSVP to Brenda Bretzke by October 11: bretzke@cwf.ca 
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Stories to Follow 
 

 



Government 
 

Proposal could see Alta. towns pay more for policing * 

Western Producer | Sept. 18, 2019 | News 

Small municipalities in Alberta may have to pay more for policing services if a proposal by the United 

Conservative Party government is implemented, according to documents. 

A government slide show presentation, obtained by the NDP opposition, says the province is proposing 

that communities with fewer than 5,000 people start sharing some of the costs for policing  ...  

 

Municipal leaders outline election issues* 

Mountain View Gazette | Sept. 17, 2019 | News 

With the 2019 federal election now underway, local municipal government elected officials have outlined 

some of the issues and concerns they would like to see the candidates in the Red Deer-Mountain View 

riding discuss during the campaign. The riding has more than 86,000 residents, and covers Mountain 

View County and a large portion of Red Deer County ...  

 

Alberta inquiry into oil and gas foes could face legal challenge from Ecojustice* 

Global News | Sept. 18, 2019 | News 

An environmental law group is threatening legal action if the Alberta government’s inquiry into foreign 

funding of oil and gas industry foes continues as is. Vancouver-based Ecojustice has given inquiry 

commissioner Steve Allan 30 days to respond to a letter detailing its concerns and proposing ways to 

address some of them ...  

 

Investing in climate adaptation can spur benefits: study* 

Western Producer | Sept. 19, 2019 | News  

Investing $1.8 trillion from 2020-30 in projects to help communities adapt to the worsening impacts of 

climate change could yield $7.1 trillion in economic benefits, according to a report released by a high-level 

international commission. The report was written by the Global Commission on Adaptation, a group of 

political and business leaders led by former United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, Microsoft 

founder Bill Gates and World Bank chief executive officer Kristalina Georgieva. The group was tasked with 

“raising the visibility of climate adaptation on the global agenda” ahead of the upcoming UN Climate 

Action Summit in New York Sept. 23 ... 

 
Economy & Markets 

 

Alberta leads country with highest average debt levels* 

Calgary's Business | Sept. 17, 2019 | Economy 

A report released on Tuesday by Equifax found that Fort McMurray had average debt (excluding 

mortgages) of $39,466 in the second quarter of this year, up 1.3 per cent from a year ago. Calgary saw a 

year-over-year hike of 0.4 per cent to $29,981 in average debt while Edmonton debt rose by 1.4 per cent 

to $28,787...  

 

Feed Watch: September 16, 2019* 

Canadian Cattleman | Sept 16, 2019 | News 

Adverse weather has taken its toll on Canada’s cow herd, knocking down the numbers in the national herd 
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yet again. There were 10.36 million head in Canada as of July 1, according to Statistics Canada’s latest 

survey. That’s down from last year, and 30 per cent below the peak of 2005 ...  

 

Flexibility will help producers weather current trade storm* 

Western Producer | Sept. 12, 2019 | News 

Flexibility, big bins and conservative financing are probably the long-term keys for western Canadian 

farmers trying to survive the frequent market disruptions that an increasingly protectionist world is hurling 

our way.  

Keeping a diverse rotation and being able to hang on to unwanted crop are likely to become increasingly 

important as trade disputes become a more common weapon in international disputes and a more flagrant 

tool of protectionism ...  

 

Canada should support Taiwan’s accession to the CPTPP – but not as a full member 

Canada West Foundation | Aug. 25, 2019 | News 

The Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership – also known as “the largest, most 

complex, and potentially most impactful [trade] agreement Canada has been a part of” – will soon have 

new members. Several countries have voiced interest in applying to join the CPTPP, and which ones the 

trading bloc allows to join will have implications for every member, including Canada ...  

 
Communities 

 

Animal nutrition needs to account for future weather* 

The Western Producer | Sept. 12, 2019 | News  

The Prairies and the British Columbia Interior are likely to see more drought in the future as predicted 

changes to weather patterns take effect. Drought management is needed before disaster strikes, said 

John McKinnon, professor emeritus from the University of Saskatchewan and head of JJM Nutrition 

Services ...  

 

Blood Tribe expanding forage business* 

Canadian Cattleman | Sept. 17, 2019 | Forages 

The Blood Tribe is expanding its on-reserve forage processing and export business, thanks in part to a 

growth equity investment from Indigena Capital, LP. Kanai Forage, the Blood Tribe’s forage ...  

 

RMs declare ag disaster in Manitoba’s Interlake* 

Canadian Cattleman | Sept. 16, 2019 | News 

As long as cattle continue to get sick, cattle producers will need antimicrobials to help them recover. At the 

same time, it’s common to hear activists, regulators, consumers and/or retailers ...  

 

Northwestern Ontario First Nation evacuates community over water safety, asks feds for help* 

Global News | Sept. 18, 2019 | News 

An abrupt downturn in an already poor water-quality situation in a northwestern Ontario Indigenous 

community poses more of a safety risk than the federal government is willing to acknowledge, 

representatives of the First Nation said Wednesday as they called for help covering the cost of evacuating 

the community. Most of the 250 residents of the Neskantaga First Nation, a member of the Nishnawbe 

Aski Nation, flew out of the community on the weekend after untreated water began flowing from local 

taps and water pressure tapered off dramatically ...  
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Science, Technology, & Innovation 

 

Scientists sound alarm over Alberta's new approach to tracking oilsands pollution* 

CBC | Sept. 18, 2019 | News 

For the 3rd time in 5 years, the Alberta government is changing how it monitors oilsands emissions. Bill 

Donahue says he fears the quality and depth of environmental monitoring in the province will continue to 

decline, imperilling the public's understanding of potentially harmful pollutants produced by the oilsands 

and related industries. ...  

 

Bees approved to deliver disease control* 

Western Producer | Sept. 12, 2019 | Research & Analysis 

Thirty years is a long time to wait. For John Sutton, the wait has been worth it because his novel idea from 

the late 1980s is finally coming to market. Last week, the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

approved a Canadian technology that uses bees to deliver a bio-control fungus that protects plants from 

diseases ...  

 

Research unlocks key to bigger canola seeds* 

Western Producer | Sept. 12, 2019 | Markets 

Every canola grower wants pods filled with large seeds. And most canola crushers want more oil in those 

seeds, so they can sell more canola oil. A recent discovery in England could satisfy both of those wishes 

...  

 

Multi-generational farm looks to innovation* 

Western Producer | Sept. 12, 2019 | Markets 

At the Hurt family farm at Crossfield, the next generation is transitioning into the 75-year-old business. 

Adopting new plans, doing more business analysis, handling the division of responsibility and learning 

new technology is all part of life on a multi-generational farm ...  

 

 

 

Events 
 

  

 
 

Host: University of Alberta 

Time: Wed. October 2, 12:00 p.m. 

Location: Edmonton, Mayer Family Community Hall, Lougheed Performing Arts Centre.  

Recent elections of conservative governments in a number of provinces have shown the 

underlying divisions between ideological, policy and federal positions in Canada. 

Following four years of Liberal Government in Ottawa, the 2019 election has already 
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sparked tensions regarding immigration, climate change, fiscal federalism and ethics, but 

at its heart are core issues of identity, party affiliation, leadership and (as always) money. 

This panel will explore the issues emerging in the upcoming election, with a particular 

emphasis upon Western Canada, Albertan conservatism and Alberta’s place in 

Confederation. 

  

Panel participants: 

• Lars K. Hallström, Professor, Political Studies, Director of the Alberta Centre for 

Sustainable Rural Communities 

• Sandra Rein, Associate Professor, Political Studies 

• Shauna Wilton, Associate Professor, Political Studies 

 

 

  

  
 

Host: Battle River Watershed Alliance 

Time: Oct. 23 – 24 

Location: Edmonton Convention Centre  

 
Tour and Training Opportunity 

The Finding Common Ground 2.0 tour will be exploring energy options and opportunities, 

with a focus on energy efficiency, around the Battle River region. We have space for 25 

local Energy Ambassadors to take part in this fully-funded professional development 

training. 

What will the tour include? 

Participants will gain first hand experience in energy production, distribution, and efficient 

use. Loading onto a coach bus in Camrose, we will visit multiple energy production sites 

and to hear from guest experts. Topics will include: renewable and conventional energy 

production and distribution; technological innovations and advances in efficiencies; local 

impacts of energy on our social, economic, and environmental resilience; and how to 

increase energy efficiency in your home, workplace, and community. 

After a full day of tours, participants will have the option to stay overnight in Camrose, or 

be returned to their vehicles to return home. The second day will be much like the first; 
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exploring and discussing our energy systems, as well as gaining experience in sharing 

your thoughts and ideas about the project and topics with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Employment Opportunities 
 

 

AUMA | Association of Urban Municipalities of Alberta  

• Asset Management Specialist - Water Services, City of Airdrie 

• Director of Operations and Infrastructure, Town of Three Hills 

• Director, Public Works, Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 

• Senior Manager, Engineering, Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 

• Senior Manager, Environmental Services, Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 

• Chief Administrative Officer, Town of Didsbury 

• Deputy City Manager, Financial and Corporate Services, City of Edmonton 

RMA | Rural Municipalities of Alberta 

Government of Alberta  

 

 

 

Resources 
 

 

At SouthGrow's main office, we are working hard to further improve our implementation of technology and 

data to improve our organization and service. Here's what we are using, as well as some other tools we 

think would help the businesses within our communities.  

 

University of Alberta - Grant Writing Workshop  

Grant-writing is an increasingly important skill in the municipal, not-for-profit, and even corporate world. 

For small organizations and communities, however, grant writing can present a real challenge in terms of 

time, completion, budgeting and submission. Join ACSRC Director Dr. Lars Hallström, the recipient of 

over 80 research, knowledge mobilization, infrastructure and collaborative grants, for this activity-based 

workshop for people with varied experiences in the grant-writing process 

 

Workshops in Building Capacity for Reconciliation 

Augustana's Workshops in Building Capacity for Reconciliation is a co-curricular certificate program, open 
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to Augustana students, staff, and faculty, as well as members of the larger Camrose and University of 

Alberta communities who want to learn more about the Indigenous peoples of Canada ...  

 

CED Grants & Funding Portal 

Find funding opportunities that support thriving communities and economic prosperity in Alberta's small 

cities and towns.  

 

Project for Public Spaces 

Small towns and rural places face unique and urgent issues, like managing limited resources and 

retaining businesses and people. Placemaking provides a means for smaller communities to reinvent 

themselves and face these challenges on their own terms.  

 

Free Online Training on Employment Standards    

The Government of Alberta's Employment Standards team is offering additional free webinars in 

September and October that provide an overview of Alberta's employment standards rules and describe 

the new rules for banked over time, general holiday pay and the job creation student wage.  The webinars 

will also cover what happens to existing banked overtime agreements and Flexible Averaging 

Agreements. 

 

Lethbridge College – Corporate and Continuing Education 

Check out their catalogue and learn something new this Fall! ––≥ Fall Catalogue  

 

 

 

Questions? Suggestions? Have something you would like us to 

share? Contact the SouthGrow team! 

info@southgrow.com | (403) 394-0615  

 

 

Not on the list? Sign up for this newsletter.  
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Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 
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